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A Varity of Views of God (Excerpts):   
 
Almost all religions are polytheistic (multiple gods).  Several religions that have a 
monotheistic view (one God) include Christianity, Judaism, Islam, and Baha’I, which are most 
of the larger religious movements in terms of numbers of subscribers. 
 
Old Testament – God is referred to as Elohim, which is the plural of Eloh.  It is commonly 
believed that the references to Elohim were to a single deity, even though it is a plural word.  
Elohim is used mostly in talking about God in a broad view but when talking about God in 
relation to Israel and Israelites, the term Yahweh is more commonly used in scriptures. 
(www.biblestudytools.com) 
 
Hebrew Bible – The name of God most often used in the Hebrew Bible is Tetragrammaton.  
Jews do not traditionally pronounce it, instead rather refer to God as HaShem (the Name) or 
in prayer as Adonai, meaning My Master. (Wikipedia) 
 
New Testament  (blueletterbible.org) – From the scriptures we can derive four basic 
descriptions of God:   
 
1)   “God is spirit and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” (John 4:24) 
2)   “This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you:  God is light; in him 

there is no darkness at all.”  (1 John 1:5) 
3)   God is love.  “Whosoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.” (1 John 4:16) 
4)   “Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, 

and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, for our God is a consuming 
fire.”  (Hebrews 12:29-29) 

 
Science of Mind (Religious Science): “God is Spirit, First Cause, the Creator of All that Exists, 
the Presence and Principle that fills the whole of the universe; the substance of all forms.  
Life itself.  God is infinite, eternal, and changeless.  God is Love and also Perfect Law.”  
(scienceofminduk.org) 
 
Islam – “Allah is simply the Arabic word for God.  He is the same universal God worshiped by 
all faiths.  The word “Allah” is sometimes preferred over “God” because it is neither masculine 
or feminine.  Also, there is no plural for Allah.” (www.uri.org  - United Religions initiative) 
 
Taoism – Taoism does not have a God in the way the Abrahamic religions do.  There is no 
omnipotent being beyond the cosmos who created and controls the universe.  In Taoism the 
universe springs from the Tao and the Tao impersonally guides things on their way.  But the 
Tao is not God, nor is it a god, nor is it worshiped by Taoists.  (www.bbc.co.uk)  
 
Baha’i – The Baha’i teachings state that there is only one God and that his essence is 
absolutely inaccessible from the physical realm of existence, and that his reality is completely 

http://www.uri.org/
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unknowable.  Thus, all of humanity’s concepts of God are mere manifestations of the human 
mind and are not reflective of the nature of God’s essence.  (Wikipedia) 
Gnosticism – In the Gnostic view, there is a true, ultimate, transcendent God who is beyond 
all created universes.  He brought forth from within himself, the substance of all there is in all 
worlds, visible and invisible.  Therefore, it can be said that all is God, for all consists of the 
substance of God.  (www.gnosis.org) 
 
Urantia – The Universal Father is the God of all creation.  God is spirit and we should think of 
him as the creator, controller, and infinite upholder of all things.  In science God is regarded 
as a cause, in philosophy as an ultimate reality, and in religion as a loving father.    
(www.eurantia.org)  
 
Pantheism – Pantheism is the belief that God and the universe are one and the same.  There 
is no dividing line between the two.  Pantheism is a type of religious belief rather than a 
religion, similar to terms like monotheism and polytheism.  Pantheists believe that God exists 
in all things. God didn’t make the earth or define gravity, but rather God is the earth and 
gravity and everything else in the universe. 
 
A Course in Miracles – There are two worlds:  God and the ego, knowledge and perception, 
truth and illusion.  The ego is used to denote wrong-mindedness, while right-mindedness is 
the domain of the Holy Spirit, who teaches forgiveness as the correction for the ego. 
 
If you had to pick only one of these as the “correct” view, which one would you select?  
Would you automatically fall back on the understandings that were passed on to you as a 
child?  Would you be tempted to pick and choose words from various concepts and rearrange 
them into a statement that makes sense to you? 
 
How important is it for you to be “right?”  If everyone subscribing to a different concept of 
God, other than the one you selected, would be put to death in a fiery hell for eternity, would 
you stick to your original selection?  I believe this is the flaw of self-righteousness.  Just my 
opinion. 
 
God’s Word and Various Spiritual Texts: 
 
The Bible: (www.focusonthefamily.com) 
 

• The Bible came from God.  Humans penned the words of the Bible under God’s 
inspiration. 

• The Bible is Truth.  Like a flashlight, the Bible provides clarity in every area where it 
shines its light. It tells the truth about God, the truth about humanity, and the truth 
about our redemption in Jesus Christ. 

• The Bible is our guide.  Like a compass, the Bible provides direction for our spiritual 
journey and helps us navigate the roads of life.  
 

 
Torah – (Hebrew for “the teachings”) Torah is the name given to the five books of Moses, 
which come at the very beginning of the Bible.  These books form the basis of all Jewish law 
and practice. (www.myjewishlearning.com) 
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The Quran (Koran):  The book composed of sacred writings accepted by Muslims as 
revelations made to Muhammed by Allah (God), through the angel Gabriel. (Wikipedia) 
 
The Vedas – These are the most ancient religious texts which define truth for Hindus.  They 
got their present form between 1200-200 BCE and were introduced to India by Aryans.  
Hindus believed that the texts were received by scholars direct from God and passed on to 
the next generations by word of mouth. (www.bbc.co.uk/religion)   
 
Tao Te Ching – The key book of Taoism was compiled around the 3rd century BCE.  It is 
called the Tao Te Ching, the Way and Its Power, and is also known as the Lao-tzu.  It is filled 
with short, enigmatic paragraphs of advice on life and poetic descriptions of the nature of the 
universe.  Taoists regard the Tao Te Ching as the essential guide to living a full spiritual and 
ethical life. (www.bbc.co.uk/religion) 
 
Baha’i – The writings of the Bab and Baha’ u’llah are regarded as Divine Revelation.  The 
writings of Abdu’l-Baha are recognized as sacred.  The writings of other faiths are also 
regarded as Divine Revelation within the Baha’i perspective. (www.bbc.co.uk/religion)  
 
Buddhism – Buddhist texts were initially passed on orally by monks but were later written 
down and composed as manuscripts in various Indo-Aryan languages, which were then 
translated into various local languages as Buddhism spread.  (Wikipedia) 
 
Gospel of Thomas – The Nag Hammadi Library - These are the secret sayings which the 
living Jesus spoke and which Didymos Judas Thomas wrote down. (www.gnosis.org) 
 
There’s no shortage of religious and spiritual teachings and information about God.  Some 
folks take their preferred texts quite literally and would go to battle over them.  Other people 
are turned off to the contradictions and ambiguity they encounter in their efforts to learn.  
Some of us are not drawn to study any interpretations of God.  Where are you with all this? 
 
Divine Spark:   
 
The Divine Spark is the idea, most common to Gnosticism, but also present in other Western 
mystical traditions, that each human being contains within them a portion of God.   
 
In this theology the purpose of life is to enable the Divine Spark to be released from its 
captivity in matter and reestablish its connection with or simply return to God, who is 
perceived as the source of Divine Light.  Christ is seen as a wholly Divine being which has 
taken human form in order to lead humanity back to the Light.  (Wikipedia) 
 


